EACLIPSE Meeting

November 20, 2009
1. Alagarswamy – starting to work on soil’s database. Jenni helping to download new DEM maps (SRTM) for East Africa —90 meters (some problems) and 30 meters. Working with soils map. 

2. David—he complains that his emails don’t get read. We have received a first cut of the curriculum from DUCE for training teachers on climate change. OER commons has a bunch of ppt for free. Nathan will also share his slides from 300 level climate course. 
3. We (Glew, Metzler, Campbell, Olson) went to Ann Arbor last Monday and met with Barbara Naess and Courtney Schenk (MSU Ed person) to discuss Courntney’s comments on the curriculum modules.  Barbara wants to finish the revisions by December. Good discussion.

4. Almaz – working on new arrangement of the Eaclipse database – Africa, Clip domain, Eaclipse boxes. Meeting with Sarah. She will check ILRI.org to see if they have a better rivers database. Patrick Kariuki (p.kariuki@cgiar.org) is in charge of the GIS database, so we can ask him as well.
5. Jenny is working on getting funds to UDSM and ILRI to do another “rainy season” ecological survey. It is raining in northern Tanzania right now. She is going to northern Tanzania in December for the ICT project, and will follow up with Claude about completing the Tarat village. Stanley is in Simanjiro doing household surveys now.

6. Nathan is running the data (July 1971-July 2000) on Kili to construct a 30 year average to represent current climate. It runs for a while & then crashes. Future (ECHAM, Hadley) centered on 2050 & 2080 will then be compared against that. Will use a “dry year” (2009) & a wet year (2002 or 2007) as examples of extreme years.  We (Nathan & Eaclipse) need to replace some nodes on Kili, so we will splurge and get two quad cors.  
7. Dong Yun – working on 1961-2005 temperature data (Mtwara) to model the increase (see figures below). Found that by including change point information in the intervention analysis model, it performs better. Matt, one of her students, will present it at AAG. The change point was estimated to be in 1994.  
8. ROSES – 5 page concept note due December 1st. The RFP says that they want to go to new areas, such as Africa. They want a practical outcome, topic either agriculture or urbanization, broad areas (not case studies).  Research question/ title – What is the impact of climate change on seasonality of vegetation in agricultural areas in East Africa:  Modeling MODIS and climatological data to identify changes in seasonality.

i. Changing seasonality MODIS (timesat) + 
ii. time series statistical analysis of met data (ET using temp, rainfall & MODIS surface energy data) +  
iii. RAMS (with MODIS data incorportated) coupled with Century and/ or CERES + 
iv. national level policy workshops. 
b. Define seasonality (eg start of rainy season, green-up) using Modis with TimeSat, ask how is it going to change? 

c. There is also a statistical definition of seasonality

d. Compare MODIS with met stats using logistic curve (sending paper)
e. Identify shifts in the clim data, compare with Modis data… 
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Figures 1 and 2. Time series of monthly means of temperature (1961-2005) using the intervention analysis model (no change point not included).
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Figures 3 and 4. Time series of monthly means of temperature (1961-2005) using the intervention analysis model (change point IS included; better fit).
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